
 
 

 
 

 



 

Notice of Congregational Meeting on September 10th 

 
 

 

 
Who Has Amazing Faith? 

[Martin Lifer/ FPC Starkville/ September 3, 2023] 
 

Now when Jesus heard this, He was amazed at him, and … said to the crowd … following Him, 
“I say to you, not even in Israel have I found such great faith.” Lk. 7:9 (cf. Mt. 8:10)  

 

Jesus often amazed people. Gospels record only 2 Times Jesus was amazed: 

Mk. 6:6 – He was amazed at the ___________________ of people of Nazareth, his hometown. 

Lk. 7:9/Mt. 8:10 – He was amazed at the centurion’s _______________________. Jesus sometimes refers to his 
disciples as people of little faith; this is the only time Jesus refers to someone’s faith as Great/Much. 
 

 
“Faith is the willingness to bet your very life on the promises and character of God.” S. Zeisler 

 
Faith is a gift of God. Am I seeking, asking God for it, living by it, growing & sharing it? 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

7:1 When He had completed/fulfilled all His teaching (not only Sermon 6:20-49 but all Ch.4-6) in the 
hearing (akoas) of the people [“who comes to Me, hears my words & does them” 6:47]. 

 

 
 
Salvation & True Discipleship (Lk. 4-6) include Humble Faith, Selflessness, Poverty, Self-
Acknowledged Sick/Sinners seeking Physician, Compassion, Mercy, Extreme Love & Giving 
 
 
 
When the centurion ___________ (akousas) about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jews to Him…. 

 
 

 
In LUKE - 1st individually-identified Gentiles in Jesus’ public ministry AND miracle-working 
   
 
 

1) Elders’ Religious Heart (Merit Calculations): “He’s worthy for you to grant…, because” 
 
 
 
 
2) Centurion’s Heart of Grace, Humility & Faith “I’m not worthy to have You come….” 

generosity to Israel, synagogue & servant; humble poverty before Jesus; amazing faith AND 
theological insight into something of Jesus’ sovereign power   
 
 
 

 
 
 
3) Jesus’ Heart of Grace, Humility & Faithful Seeking “have I found such great faith” 
7:9/19:10 - “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

 

 

 

 
Nothing gladdens the Lord more than when a person has faith in Him and His authority. And 
nothing saddens the Lord more than unbelief." Steven Cole 

 

 
How does Jesus Assess My Heart & Actions: Astounding Unbelief or Amazing Faith? 

 
My prayer & life commitment for God’s gift of growing, powerful faith in me: 

 


