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Gaza’s Captive; God’s Salvation 
Martin Lifer/ FPC Starkville/ October 15, 2023/  

Judges 13:1-5; Judges 16:1-6 & 16:15-31 
 

 

those days, no king in Israel. Everyone did whatever was right in his own eyes. Jdg. 21:25  
 
Individualism! Free from God & Rule! Politics of Anger!  rising violent crime, terror, wars: CHAOS 
 
 
 

God raised judges to save his people, but they rejected his Word & “whored after other gods.” 
 Jdg. 2:16-17 
 

 

Samson (Jdg. 13-16): Last Judge in Book; Longest Account;; Annunciation & Miracle Birth 

Israelites again did what was evil in the LORD’s sight, so … gave them into Philistines’ hand 40 years 
Jdg. 13:1 

 
 
Angelic Annunciation to Manoah’s Barren Wife of Miraculous Conception & Set-Apart Child:  
Jdg. 13:3-5 
 
 

Before Samson’s birth, God elects & sets him apart– giving him holy vows & a savior’s call  
 
 
Samson’s Spirit-endued strength but sinful sight  “she is right in my eyes” Jdg. 14:3 

(1) His Philistine Wife in Timnah; (2) the Gaza Prostitute; (3) Delilah 
 
 
 
 
16:1 Human “Freedom” & “Sight”: Samson freely goes to GAZA to SEE a Prostitute. 

 
 

 
 
16:21 Human Freedom & Seeing No More: Shackled Samson goes to GAZA BLIND. 
 
 
 
16:4,18 Human “Freedom” & Heart: Samson loves with & tells all his heart to Delilah. 
 
 
 
 
“Samson was Israel:” Set apart for the LORD but resistant & waywardly desiring the world. Israel 
went after foreign gods; Samson went after foreign women; only prayed in desperation. B. Webb, Judges 
 
 
 
16:23-31 Divine Sovereignty, Heart & Sight: Gaza’s Captive; God’s Salvation 
 
 
 
Manoah’s barren wife  Samson forerunner of No king & only begins salvation from 
Philistines 
Barren Hannah  Samuel forerunner of King David, who completes salvation from 
Philistines 
Barren Elizabeth  John forerunner of Jesus, Who completes salvation from Satan & Sin 1 

Jn..3:8 

 
 

 
“Our loss is great, but God is greater.” on Brandon Burlsworth’s Gravestone, leading to title of bio movie Greater 
  


