
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

We Preach the Doctrines of Grace and  

are Part of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC) 

Follow our church website, fpcstarkville.org: 

Grow spiritually on the solid foundation of God’s Word in the Essentials of 

Our Faith, our daily Resources for you, and our Prayer & Mission updates. 

 



 

GOD CALLS US TOGETHER IN CHRIST’S NAME TO WORSHIP

 

 

AFFIRMING OUR FAITH AND GIVING THANKS TO GOD OUR SAVIOR 

GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 
 

GOD’S WORD SEALED: THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

BLESSED AND SENT AS AMBASSADORS IN CHRIST’S NAME 

 

 

 
Woman’s Place? Choosing What Lasts      

Martin Lifer/ FPC Starkville/ April 28, 2024/ Luke 10:38-42 

 
 

 

Kenza Haddock, An Ex-Muslim’s Guide to Christianity (April 2024)  

 
 

 
 

Kingdom Gospel: Jesus saves us from ourselves (being our own gods & saviors). Gen. 3:4,15 

 
 
 
 
Don’t fly-by or stand over Jesus, unloading on Him to fix your people, worries & troubles  
by your word. Sit at His Feet; Lose & Find Yourself in Him; live by HIS Word. 
 
 
 
Martha: A Controller – insisting on “serving” the Lord & her family HER way;  
 
 
a Doer by the Law, doing before listening; “Anxious & Troubled about many things”  
 
 
 

 Angry at Mary 
 
 
 

 Angry at Jesus (Who doesn’t answer her prayers HER Way, so “doesn’t care.”) 
 
 
 
 

 Standing to put Him to the test cf. Torah expert stood to put Him to the test 

Martha, expert in the way we do things in our family stood up to put Him to the test 

 
 
 
 
Peter’s Doing-before-listening, and God’s Rebuke: “Let us make three tabernacles:…”  
[God] “THIS is MY SON, the Chosen One; LISTEN to Him!” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary: At King Jesus’ Feet, LISTENING [ēkouen] to His WORD [ton logon autēs]:  
 
 
 
- His DISCIPLE: HEARS His Word & DOES it, in His Kingdom Mission.  
 
 
 
- Undividedly Belonging & Submitted to Him, not to others or their agendas. 
 
 

 
 
At peace & a free woman with others, even her controlling older sister (freed from 
fighting, defensiveness, or people-pleasing)    
 
 
 
 

WITH Jesus   At peace with herself (through Him), not distracted or anxious with 
striving after many things to justify herself; able to enjoy (worship) and hear Him.  
 
 
 
 
Listening, not unloading! Focused on His love & being shaped by His Word, not her 
1,000+ feelings, thoughts & agendas. 
 
 
 
 
“Martha, Martha! You are anxious and troubled about many things,  
 
 
 
but one thing/small [oligōn] is necessary.  Subtract & focus! Go SMALL! Go One! 
 
 
 
 
For Mary has chosen the good portion, which shall not be taken from her.” 
 
 
 
 
The LORD is my chosen PORTION and MY CUP; You hold my lot. Ps. 16:5  

 
 
 
 
One thing I’ve asked of the LORD, that will I seek: to dwell ש ִׁ בְ  in the LORD’s House all [lit. SIT] יב ת
my life’s days, to gaze upon the LORD’s beauty, and to inquire in his Temple. Ps. 24:7  

 
 
 
 
Whom have I in heaven but You? And there’s nothing on earth I desire besides You. My flesh & 
my heart may fail. The strength of my heart & my portion is God, forever! Ps. 73:25-26 

 


